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Planning for the ANESTHESI-
OLOGY annual meeting begins 
approximately 14 months before 
the conference. Over the course 

of this planning period, more than 200 phy-
sician leaders, faculty, and staff work together 
to construct the various aspects of the pro-
gram. All planning and decisions are guided 
by the Committee on Annual Meeting 
Oversight (AMOC) and led by five diverse, 
expert physicians and 12 “Track Chairs” 
who oversee focused tracks and their related 
committees. It’s a challenging but rewarding 
process to build an educational event of this 
magnitude for our specialty. 

Submissions open for general sessions 
starting in August of the prior year. All 
ASA members are encouraged to submit 
proposals to participate in the meeting in 
this unique and important way.  Following 
the close of the submission site in late 
November, the AMOC and Educational 
Track Committees conduct a peer review 
of every submission for possible inclusion 
in the conference program. The committee 
specifically looks at the quality and general 
interest of a session submission based on 
past attendee feedback while working to 
introduce new formats and new technol-
ogy to maximize learners’ engagement. We 
prioritize diversity and expect all sessions 
to be inclusive, with speakers from various 
institutions, backgrounds, and experiences. 
After an extensive evaluation and review, 
the general session program is developed by 
February of the conference year. Additional 
submission periods are accommodated 
throughout the year for the Problem-Based 
Learning Discussions (PBLDs), Scientific 
Abstract sessions, Medically Challenging 

Case (MCC) sessions, and Quality 
Improvement (QI) Project sessions. 

It is because of this commitment, rigor, 
and planning that the ASA annual meet-
ing is one of the most highly regarded 
and attended anesthesiology meetings in 
the world. Each year, new content, bold 
research, and exciting technologies are 
presented by subject matter experts from 
across the globe.

Be a part of the excitement this year at 
ANESTHE SIOLOGY 2021! This year’s 
theme, “Managing Change, Leading 
Innovation,” is perfect for examining 
what we’ve learned over the past year 

and harnessing new ideas to 
propel us forward. There will 
be over 350 sessions, pan-
els, and Refresher Course 
Lectures in 12 clinical tracks. 
Featured lectures with inter-
nationally renowned speak-
ers, Medically Challenging 
Cases, Quality Improvement 
Projects, Scientific Abs-
tracts, and Problem-Based 
Learning Discussions will 
be featured throughout the 
meeting. You can focus on 
trending topics by diving 
deep into the biggest issues 
and opportunities facing 
the specialty right now – 
innovation, leadership, the 
opioid crisis, COVID-19, 
and diversity, equity, and in-
clusion. Plus, after a year of 
virtual learning and online 
interaction, hands-on work-
shops devoted to POCUS, 
ultrasound-guided regional 
anesthesia, pain manage-
ment, and airway manage-
ment have been expanded 
and are vital learning oppor-
tunities!  Register now and 
plan your schedule at asahq.
org/ANES21. We look for-
ward to seeing you in sunny 
San Diego in October. 

“Be a part of the excitement 

this year at ANESTHE-

SIOLOGY 2021! This year’s 

theme, “Managing Change, 

Leading Innovation,” is 

perfect for examining what 

we’ve learned over the 

past year and harnessing 

new ideas to propel us 

forward. There will be over 

350 sessions, panels, and 

Refresher Course Lectures in 

12 clinical tracks.”
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General Session Submission Timeline

August
ASA members begin to submit for  
ANESTHESIOLOGY 2022 General Sessions 
asahq.org/AnnualMeetingSubmissions

November Deadline to submit for General Sessions 

December-February

AMOC and Track Chairs peer-review and rate  
submissions based on quality, general interest  
of the topic, format, technology, diversity, and  
the potential for learner engagement  

February ANESTHESIOLOGY 2022 program is built 

Other submission periods 

December – February PBLDs

January – April  Scientific Abstracts

February – May  MCCs and QI Projects

https://www.asahq.org/anes21
https://www.asahq.org/anes21
https://www.asahq.org/annualmeeting/education/submissions



